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A NEW(?) HISTORY OF DENTISTRY 
B/ A. Lovilliors, Paris, hns announced the publication this 
month of Generale de la Chirurrio-dentairo (General 
History of Dontistry) by J. Leonard Andre-Donnot. Although no 
mention of the fact appears in the publisher's announcement, this 
work appears to be a republication, with some added seétions and 
4llustrations, of an intorosting but unsystomatic work issued 
originally by Andro-Bonnot in 1910 undor tho same titlo. 


ICONCGRAPHY OF THE DENTIST 

R/ The physician, tho nurse, and the pharmacist, havo boen pice 
tured froquently throughout the years in sympathetic and 

even sentimontal fruisee Not so tho dentist, who has failed to 

inspire tho artist with kindlier feelings, although hoe has served 

as the subject of countless caricaturos, depicting chicanery, 

callousness and greede 


The oditor has had occasion recently to examine several hundred 
lithographs and engravings depicting dental scenes, with tho 
purpose of securing a few original artistic prints that would 
represent tho status and work of the dentiste To tho oditor 
graphic reprosontations of the dontist seem to fall into three 
classes as to their attitude toward the practitioner. Thore is 

a fair number of what might be called objoctive depictions, os- 
pecially among the works of artists down to the middle of the 
eightcenth century, attempting morely to presont the toothpuller 
as he commonly appeared at fairs and on tho public thoroughfares, 
and the more reputable dentist in his own cabinoteea rather une 
attractivo fellow on the wholee Thore are also myriads of satire 
ical and sovore caricatures, especially in the lattor oightoenth, 
nineteenth, and twentieth centuriese The editor has succocdoed 

in discovering not more than a half dozen prints in which the dene 
tist appoared to be a humano and conscientious person, concerned 
about tho condition and feelings of his patient. Attention should 
bo callod to somo of these treatments of the dontist in a favor- 
able light, becauso of tholr rarity. 


Gerard Dow (1613-1675) seems to havo had somo kindly fecling for 
dentists and painted several picturos exprossing this attitude. 
An oil in the Louvro depicts the toothpuller in his cabinot exe 
tracting a tooth from a poasant who has brought his baskot of 
ofzgs with hime Tho dentist's expression as he carefully prys 
the painful tooth seems to indicate solicitude and attention 
(Proskauer, Iconorraphia Odontolorica, Ple 57). 


An ofl painting by Johann Gottliob Hantzch in the National Galley 
at Berlin shows the dentist seated in a shop for dentist, bathor, 
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and barber, examining a tooth of a child who is reassured by his 
father. Tho dentist looking through his glasses with an attene 
tive air has placed his finger gontly on the offending tooth 
(Proskauer Ple 12). 


An otching dated 188), which Hedvig Strémperen has used to illus- 
trato tho cover of hor Geschichte der Zahnhoeil'tunde im neunzchne 
ton Jahrhundort (History of Dentistry In the Nincteenth Contury ) 
is a particularly sympathotic study of the dentist and child pae 
tient. It is by o Scandinavian ortist, C. Larsson, and is en- 
titlod Hos Tandlalkdron. 
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A print which from an historical point of view has the morit of 
representing the mechanical nature of the dontist's activities 
early in tho nineteenth century is the illustration of the labore 
atory of Maury, Parisian dentist, described in the Bulletin 2:2 
Juno 195). 


PHARMACY HISTORTANS PUBLISH BULLETIN 
r/ The Amorican Institute of tho History of Pharmacy has with 
this month begun the publication of a bulletin entitlod 
A.T.HeP. Notese Noe 1, April, has 6 mimoographed pagese The 
new bullotin proposos to "bring to membors somo of tho informae 
tion (othor than historical essays) that would be found in a 
journal: announcements, book notes, progress reports on Instie- 
tuto activities, personal notes and the like, which have histore 
interest". The A.A.H.D. 19 glad to soe a sister organiza- 
tion in tho field of history of the health professions issue a 
bullotin somewhat similar to its owne 


FURTHER DETAILS ABOUT OLIVER HOLMES 
B/ Oliver Holmes, whose early use of porcelain teeth in Boston 
was reported in the March Bulletin, apnarently came to Balte 
imore to make it his headquarters about 1818. At that time the 
Medical and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland was granting licenses 
to dentistse Oliver Holmes was licensed in 1819 (Proceedings 
Dental Centenary Celebration, 190, pe 1013). 


Dre Je Ben Robinson has contributed further information in the 
form of two advertisements by Holmes, one in a Ste Louis news- 
paper, datod April 26, 1820; and the second in a Maryland nows-= 
paper, dated January 3, 1821, announcing his return to practice 
in Baltimore. Although in both advertisomonts, Holmes declares 
that "he sets natural and artificial tooth, from ono to a whole 
set", he does not montion the use of "mineral paste teeth". Pere 
haps ho had found that an itinerant dentist could scarcely carry 
avout the clumsy furnaces of that day or oven find industrial 
porcolain manufacturers to bako teethe 


The various notes that the editor has received from A.A.H.D. 
members on porcelain teeth in Europe and in America have cone 
tributed to building up knowledge of the subject. Much the same 
can be said of the notes received on toothbrushese Those ine 
stances show how the Academy furthers historical knowledge. 
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